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BIGGI� HILL AIRPORT CO�SULTATIVE COMMITTEE 

 

Minutes of Meeting held on Thursday, 19 July 2007 at 3.30pm. 

 

Present:  Deputy Chairman  Mr. J. Bowden (in the chair) 

  Secretary   Mr. G. Crowe 

 

Organisation:      Representative: 

 

Biggin Hill Airport Limited    Mr P. Lonergan 

       Mr P. LeBlond 

Bromley Residents Federation   Mrs J. Abrahams 

Business and Commercial Users   Mr G. Atwell 

Flying Clubs and Schools    Mr B. Austin 

Private Owners     Mr A.S. Bamrah 

Tandridge District Council    Councillor K. Harwood  

London Borough of Bromley, Adviser  Mr G. Hayward 

Independent Adviser     Mr M. Hudson    

Bromley Residents Federation   Mr P. Osborne 

Kent County Council     Councillor R. Parry  

Croydon Business       Mr D. Ponnoosami   

Biggin Hill & District Residents Association  Mr B. Wingate. 

 

1. Chairman’s opening remarks 

 

1.01 The Chairman welcomed members to the meeting.   

 

2. Apologies for absence 

 

2.01 Apologies for absence were received from the Chairman, Mr C. Hardcastle, 

Councillor Mrs E.L.S. Bracken (Sevenoaks Council), Councillor D. Hodge 

(Surrey County Council), Councillor I. Mitchell (Tatsfield Parish Council) and 

Mr A. Walters (Chairman, Biggin Hill Airport Limited). 

 

3. Membership 

 

3.01 The Committee noted the appointment of the following new representatives: 

• Councillor Robert Askey, Croydon Council (for Councillor Fitze)  

• Councillor Ken Harwood, Tandridge Council (for Councillor Mrs Fry) 

• Councillor Mrs E.L.S. Bracken, Sevenoaks Council (for Councillor 

Mrs Dunckley) 

• Mrs Jan Abrahams, Bromley Residents Federation (for Mr B. 

Douglas). 

3.02 Mrs Abrahams and Councillor Harwood were welcomed to their first meeting 

of the Committee and all members introduced themselves to each other. 
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4. Minutes of the previous meeting 

 

4.01 The minutes of the meeting held on Thursday, 19 April 2007 were approved as 

a correct record, subject to the amendment of “Airport Development Plan” to 

“first Noise Abatement Plan” in paragraph 3.01.  They were signed by the 

Chairman. 

 

5. Matters arising from the minutes 

 

5.01 There were no matters arising from the minutes. 

 

6. Inward Investment, Employment, Training 

 

6.01 The Airport Director reported on inward investment, employment and training 

issues.  He explained that this meeting was being held in the Ambassadors 

Lounge because work was being carried out in the Terminal Building. 

6.02 The new staff car park had now been completed.   

6.03 Ten additional members of staff had been appointed and more might need to 

be taken on.  An application for planning permission for additional office 

space to accommodate them had been or was about to be submitted.   

6.04 Bromley College had presented the Airport with a certificate for being the best 

work experience provider.  A number of local companies were finding it 

difficult to find trained staff in the local area and a training facility similar to 

the one that had been provided at Southend Airport was being looked into 

together with the College.  It would also be used by Airport staff.  A 

consultant was drawing up a plan and Mr Lonergan said that Government 

support would be welcomed.  Councillor Parry said that Kent County Council 

would have considered assisting if the Airport had been in Kent.  He 

undertook to discuss the issue with the County Council.  Mr Hayward advised 

that Bromley Council could point the Airport to possible funding agencies.  

Mr Hudson suggested that the Mayor of London should be contacted.   

6.05 Air Partner, a private jet broker that was new to the Airport, had taken up 

occupation of Hangars 1 and 2 at South Camp. 

6.06 The extension of the Apron and the provision of drainage for the new hangar 

had now been completed.  Discussions were taking place with Bromley 

Council about permissions to start building the hangar. 

6.07 A decision following the planning appeal for the Hotel was awaited and it was 

believed that an appeal had been lodged against the refusal of the second 

application.   

6.08 Mr Hudson asked whether the Airport had been consulted about proposals to 

develop land adjacent to the Airport owned by Bernie Ecclestone’s F1 

company.  Mr LeBlond advised that the results of the consultation the 

planning framework for West Camp had been submitted to the London 

Borough of Bromley.  Mr Osborne said that he had looked at the framework 

and a spine road was proposed from the roundabout.  It had been suggested 

that the roundabout should be offset on the West Camp land.  F1 was talking 

to the Council about bringing their proposals into the planning framework.   
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7.         Development and planning issues 

 

7.01 Mr Hayward, the Director of Environment and Leisure Services of the London 

Borough of Bromley advised that nothing had changed since the last meeting.   

 

8. Environment 

 

8.01     Mr Hudson reported that the report on the study on Attitudes to Aircraft �oise 

had been delivered to the Department of Transport.  It would receive major 

publicity before the date of the next meeting of the Committee and should 

provide some useful information about the public’s attitude to aircraft noise.   

   

9. Airport Director’s Report for April to June 2007 

 

9.01 The Airport Director’s Report that had previously been circulated was 

received. 

9.02     Operational movements - The report advised that April had proved to be a 

very busy month for business jet traffic; the combined figures for Corporate 

Jets, Twins and Air Transport Charter were some of the highest on record for 

this time of year.  May’s figures had been reasonable in spite of some poor 

flying weather.  However, the light aircraft movements for June were halved 

due to the heavy rainfall.  The Air Transport Charter movements continued to 

be exceptional and were nearly 40% ahead of the same time last year.  

9.03 The operational Movements during the period were: 

 Club 

Circuit 
Club 

Other 

Private 

Owner 

ATM 

Schld 

ATM 

Charter 

Corp. 

Jet 

Corp. 

Twin 

 

Helis 

 

TOTAL 

April 2,735 1,574 1,131 0   558   393   134   611 7,136 

May 2,176 1,234   892 0   693   407   127   555 6,084 

June 1,298   878   917 0   868   398   116   706 5,181 

Year to Date 11,179     6,588      5,051         0         3,778      2,108       602     3,235     32,541 

9.04 During the same Quarter of 2006 they were: 

 Club 

Circuit 

Club 

Other 

Private 

Owner 

ATM 

Schld 

ATM 

Charter 

Corp. 

Jet 

Corp. 

Twin 

 

Helis. 

 

TOTAL 

April 2,598 1,884   790 0   460   283    97   513 6,625 

May 1,994 1,282   782 0   530   400   136   542 5,666 

June 2,818 1,864 1,092 0   587   419   143   674 7,597 

Year to Date 10,832      7,644     4,286         0         2,732       1,871      663      2,720      30,748                                                                   

9.05 In answer to a question, the Airport director advised that the increase in the 

number of business movements had been growing month by month as 

business people discovered that air travel was quicker and more convenient.  

Mr Hudson referred to negotiations about the possibility that flying training 

would be allowed from unlicensed airports. 
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9.06 Air Traffic Control and operations - The Vaisala wind sensors had been 

damaged by lightening and had been replaced.  The CAA had agreed that this 

equipment could be brought into service pending the safety case being 

approved.  The Airport’s Air Traffic Engineer had attended the factory 

acceptance test of the Ricochet voice and radar data recording system which 

would be replacing the old Racal Wordsafe.  The equipment had been 

delivered and installed in May and had been run in tandem with the Wordsafe 

whilst the safety case was prepared and submitted to the CAA.  Both pieces of 

equipment represented a significant inward investment for the Airport and 

would enhance the high standards of safety.  Mr Lonergan agreed to arrange 

for members to view the operation of the recording system. 

9.07 European Business Aviation Convention & Exhibition (EBACE), 22 to 24 

May 2007  - The Airport Director and Business Development Manager had 

attended the EBACE conference held in Geneva and the stand had received a 

large number of visitors.  A great deal of interest in Biggin Hill Airport had 

been shown by operators and owners of corporate aircraft. 

9.08 Biggin Hill Air Fair, 2 and 3 June 2007 - The Air Show had run exactly on 

time and was well attended.  No incidents had occurred and the Airport Staff 

had done an excellent job throughout the show and in coping with an 

extremely busy workload after the Show up to the close of the Airport on the 

evening of 3 June.  However, telephone complaints had been received about 

disturbance from residents living some distance from the Airport and some of 

the RAF displays had been carried out too far away from the Airport.  The 

RAF had taken the issue on board. 

9.09 Main Apron Extension – As mentioned in paragraph 6.06 above, the works on 

the main apron extension had been completed and on several occasions the 

entire apron had been at full capacity. 

9.10 Staffing – The Director was delighted to report that the Airport’s newest Air 

Traffic Control Officer, Andy Hughes, became a father for the first time in 

April.  Both mother and baby were doing well. 

9.11 Wings Around Britain Tour - The Airport had been pleased to welcome Polly 

Vacher, MBE, who had visited in her attempt to fly to all 206 airfields in the 

Country to raise awareness for the Flying Scholarships for the Disabled 

charity.  Biggin Hill had been delighted to be able to make a donation to 

contribute towards the £400,000 she had already raised. 

9.12 National Business Aviation Association (NBAA) - The Airport Director 

reported that he would be attending the NBAA Convention in Atlanta, Georgia 

in September. 

 

10. Report by the Chairman of the �oise and Safety Sub-Committee 

 

10.01 The report of the Flight Evaluation Unit for the second quarter of 2007 was 

tabled.  The number of movements had been 17,354 as opposed to 18,173 in 

the same quarter of 2006.   

10.02 Councillor Parry, the new Chairman of the Sub-Committee, advised that there 

had been 9 complaints, one of which was fully justified; a plane overshot the 

runway due to pilot error.  He read out a further complaint and said that the 

pilot of the relevant aircraft had followed procedures correctly. 
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10.03 It was agreed that the Committee should record its thanks to Councillor Mrs 

Fry, the former Chairman of the Sub-Committee for her service to it and this 

Committee. 

10.04 Councillor Harwood asked how long the Airport had been at Biggin Hill and 

said that allowance should be made where such facilities as airports have 

existed a long time.  Mr Hudson said that the airport was established in 1917 

and that it had only half the movements compared with 15 years ago and that, 

in general, aircraft noise had decreased.  The Deputy Chairman said that noise 

nuisance was subjective and that in English law, it was irrelevant that a person 

comes to the nuisance.   

10.05 Mr Osborne said that the Airport was very different from some years ago 

when it was much more locally-contained, although there may have been more 

movements.  The aircraft that now use it were larger and noisier.  It was not 

necessarily true that, because the number of complaints had reduced, the 

nuisance was less.  It could be to do with the way that complaints were 

responded to.  He commented that the situation was better when the Residents 

Association was represented on the Sub-Committee and that complaints were 

not encouraged unless they were well founded.  He added that Pilots don’t 

record near misses and said that he belonged to the Rifle Association at Bisley 

where a new resident complained about the range.        

10.06 The Airport Director advised that the new tracking equipment would enable at 

exactly what height, position and speed the flight had taken.  The Airport 

could invite complainants to visit to check the data.  He added that at 

Heathrow Airport people were able to check such data on the Airport’s 

website.  Mr Hudson informed the Committee that the same applied to 

Gatwick Airport which used Webtrak.  He expressed the view that it was a 

pity that there was a 24 hour delay for security reasons.  

 

11.       Community Relations 

 

11.01 The press cuttings for the last quarter were tabled. 

11.02 The Committee was referred to the London Lite article dated 23 April and the 

Airport Director advised that Bromley Council should be giving the matter of 

the redrawing of London’s airspace close attention because it would lead to a 

lot of additional aircraft flying over Bromley.  The Airport had lodged its 

concern.  Mr Hayward asked to be provided with a copy of the Airport’s 

representations.   

11.03 Mr Hudson said that NATS was required to consult with the Mayor of London 

who should be protecting London residents.  Aircraft landing at Heathrow 

were spaced at exactly the right distance for maximising landings there.  Mr 

Atwell said that Continuous Descent didn’t work because aircraft would be 

outside UK control space.  Stacking would have to be increased.   

11.04 Mr Hudson also mentioned increased parking at City Airport and suggested 

that these issues should be considered by the Noise and Safety Sub-Committee 

and said that he would be happy to advise it.     

11.05 Mr Lonergan added that City Airport’s control zone had been increased by 2.5 

miles and aircraft now cross over Biggin Hill’s runway at a relatively low 

level.  
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11.06 The Airport Director informed the Committee that the Airport had made 

contributions to Biggin Hill Fair.   

11.07 Mr Osborne reported that the RAF Cadets were going from strength to 

strength and was the 6
th
 best squadron in the country.   

11.08 Mr Ponnoosami said that the Croydon Mayor’s Fund had benefited from the 

donation of prizes for a raffle. 

 

12. Any other business 

 

12.01 The Airport Director reported that the operator of the Pilot’s Bar was 

intending to close it at the end of August.  Letters expressing disappointment 

had been received.  He was minded to make it available to a flying school that 

wanted to be considered for leasing the space.  The proposed Hotel would 

have a Bar. 

 

13. Dates of next meetings  

 

13.01 The Committee noted that it had agreed that meetings would be held as 

follows: 

 

   Thursday, 18 October 2007 

Thursday, 17 January 2008 (inc. AGM). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 4.45pm. 


